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Objects of Musical Education and their Time— continued. 
of those still living, as it is not the province of this work 
to pass judgment upon individuals. Upon the highest, the 
vast preponderance in estimation of the five first-named 
artists, there is not the slightest question among those who 
have the least tincture of art. The one may indeed be 
compared with the other, but the high pre-eminence of all 
is unquestioned. 

We can therefore declare, as a condition for good piano- 
forte teaching, that the works of those five eminent men* 
shall be considered as the distinguished and governing 
lessons in the instruction. Whatever finger exercises, 
hand lessons, or secondary work, a teacher may find 
necessary for his pupil, must be left to his decision, as 
it cannot be estimated. But the teacher who does not 
conduct his pupil into the study of the five great masters, 
as soon as it can be done with any precision, and the time 
of the lesson permits it, and does not make them the chief 
object and goal of the instruction, such a teaeher, we say 
it without hesitation, is not able to give a true artistic 
education, however clever and careful he may be in other 
parts of his duty. Teachers who keep their pupils to 
fashionable dances and such trifles, to arrangements from 
favorite operas, &o., are altogether unworthy of the con- 
fidence of those who seek for genuine education in art. 
Therefore, no teacher ought to be chosen without the 
previous knowledge of his method of instruction. 

Pianoforte learning may begin very early — in the 
seventh or eighth year, or even earlier, even before the 
hand can span the octave. There is, moreover, a suf- 
ficiency of excellent works of Haydn and Mozart, well 
adapted to the sensibilities of that tender age, if the 
teacher be but capable of choosing them. 

(To becontinued.) 



BIRMINGHAM MUSICAL FESTIVAL. 
The Committee of Management of the Birmingham 
Musical Festival request that the Editor of the Mu- 
sical Times will do them the favour to insert the 
accompanying correspondence in his next impression. 
Committee Room, Town Hall, Birmingham, 
July 23, 1855. 
" MADAME CLARA NOVELLO AND THE 
BIRMINGHAM FESTIVAL. 
" To the Editor of the Manchester Examiner and Times, 
" Dear Sir — My attention has been called to two places 
in your paper of 14th of July, in which you allude to my 
sister, Madame Clara Novello, in connection with the 
approaching Birmingham Musical Festival, in a manner 



* We have to give an urgent warning with respect to Seb. Bach's 
work, the " Wohltemperirte Klavier," that the younger scholars be 
not set too early to the study of it ; and that neither they nor others 
should be persuaded that everything that that great man has com- 
posed — often composed for momentary objects of instruction, &c. — 
was of equal value. Bach's manner is so different from the modern 
style, that we cannot without reflection employ his works. This, 
and the usual beginning with pianos of the most accustomed tem- 
perament, have driven more friends of art from this master, than 
the pleasure of his music has created him admirers : and, therefore, 
with the greatest veneration in his regard, we will not refuse to 
acknowledge that another portion of his works, namely his dances, 
have outlived their time and become antiquated. But the enlight- 
ened teacher will find in the six preludes pour les commencans, in 
the inventions and single fantasias, namely in the English and other 
suites among the preludes, sarabands, jigs, &c, a rich choice of the 
most charming and imperishable compositions, most intimately 
adapted to our tastes and feelings, and highly calculated to produce 
both pleasure and improvement in his scholars. We would here 
wish to recommend the new collective edition of Bach's works, at 
Peter's, in Leipsig. As an Introductory School for conducting from 
our own time and manner into those of Bach, which are so impor- 
tantly different, and for primary instruction in polyphonic playing, 
the Author has published a selection from Seb. Bach's compositions, 
at Challier's, in Berlin, at 20 Sgr. 

The above warning may also apply to Handel, whose works, 
however, for the pianoforte, are not numerous. We can recommend 
his Six Fugues and a Capriccio, at Frautwein's, in Berlin, for 
more advanced students. 



the injustice of which you will perceive when made ac- 
quainted with the facts. You say other sopranos were 
engaged, ' Madame Clara Novello not being accessible ' 
(page 11). Now, my sister was, and still is accessible, at 
the same terms she received last year at the great Festivals 
of Norwich and Liverpool. Elsewhere (page 5) you say, 
' There is, as we said before, one name wanting. We refer 
to Madame Clara Novello ; and we regret, for the sake of 
the lady herself, that she is not of this noble band. The 
Committee, fully appreciating her artistic powers, sought 
her co-operation ; but the liberal terms offered (the same 
as in 1852) did not meet Madame Novello's views.' 

" Now the Committee had, and still have, the power to 
secure my sister's services at the Festival, on the same 
terms as she received at Norwich and Liverpool ; but they 
decline to do so, and have engaged instead a number of 
foreigners to sing English Oratorios. 

" Having so decided, they had no right to use my sister's 
name any farther; and the present misrepresentation 
is the more unfair, because the Committee have put it 
forward at a time when they know my sister to be absent 
from England— she having taken the few days' cessation 
from her arduous profession to visit her children in Italy, 
previously to her renewed exertions at the Hereford Fes- 
tival, on the 21st of August. 

" If the Birmingham people are disappointed of hearing 
their favourite, the Committee are alone to blame ; they 
offered terms which they knew could not be accepted ; 
since my sister received as much at Birmingham when 
a girl, before her marraige, and when her standing in the 
profession entitled her to sing only the second and third- 
rate songs. These, thefore, cannot be called ' liberal 
terms,' as they are much under those which my sister 
received from other great Festivals ; and the Committee 
have no right, now, to try, by their representations, to 
divert public blame from themselves towards an artiste 
who has always made so strong a point of keeping faith 
with the public. I must again protest against the impro- 
priety of using a singer's name in connection with a Festival, 
the directors of which have refused her services. 

"lam, dear Sir, yours faithfully, 

"J. Alfred Novello. 

" London, 69, Dean Street, Soho, July 16, 1855." 

REPLY. 

Mr. Novello commences by stating that his attention 
has been called to two places in the Manchester Examiner 
and Times respecting the injustice done to his sister in 
connection with the approaching Birmingham Festival." 
With regard to the first — " Madame Clara Novello net 
being accessible" (page 11), the Committee have authorised 
no statement to this purport. As respects the second 
(page 5), the Committee are prepared to take the whole 
responsibility, and to justify, if required to do so, by 
making public their offer, their assertion that the terms 
offered Madame Novello (the same as in 1852) were and 
are liberal. Mr. Novello proceeds to state that " the 
Committee have still the power to secure the services of 
my sister on the same terms she received at Norwich and 
Liverpool, but they decline to do so, arid have engaged 
instead a number of foreigners to sing English Oratorios." 
To this intimation, however, the Committee have no in- 
tention of acceding, having before them the pecuniary 
results of both those musical undertakings, which they 
are anxious to avoid here ; and, as respects the foreign 
singers, the Committee beg leave to refer Mr. Novello 
to the list of names in the programme, and to the ladies 
themselves, for an answer to his uncalled-for allusion. 
Mr. Novello then says, the Committee "having so decided " 
(namely, to decline Madame Novello's services), " had 
no right to use my sister's name any further ; and 
moreover, " the present misrepresentation is the more 
unfair, because the Committee have put it forward at 
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a time when they know my sister to be absent from 
England." 

To the first assertion conveyed in this paragraph the 
Committee beg leave to demur. Madame Clara Novello 
in her professional capacity is a public character, and the 
public have a right to know the reasons why any public 
singer of eminence attainable has not a place in the list of 
vocalists engaged for the Birmingham Musical Festival. 
To the second, the Committee have only to present an 
unqualified denial, as they were perfectly ignorant that 
she was absent from this country until so informed by Mr. 
Novello in his letter. 

Mr. Novello then refers to the disappointment of the 
Birmingham people on not hearing " their favourite," and 
objects to the terms offered his sister as not being possible 
for her to accept because they were the same as paid her 
" when a girl." To the first point the Committee reply 
that Mr Novello's reference is, in accordance with the 
whole tenor of his letter, not only injudicious, but pre- 
suming. To the second, the Committee answer, that 
Madame Novello in 1852 accepted the terms she did as 
Miss Novello in 1843. 

The Committee repeat, notwithstanding Mr. Novello's 
assertions, that those were and are " liberal terms;" and 
it must be manifest to all reflecting minds that they have 
nothing to do with the sums the Committees of other 
Festivals think proper to pay to singers. As regards the 
Committee trying " by their representations to divert 
public blame from themselves," they can only say that they 
have published "facts," and not -'misrepresentations," as 
Mr. Novello in a prior clause of his letter asserts ; and that, 
so far from being blameable, they consider themselves en- 
titled to the thanks of the friends of the General Hospital, 
for the benefit of which Institution the Festivals are held, 
for not yielding to the demand of Madame Novello. 

Finally, in answer to Mr. Novello's " protest," the Com- 
mittee maintain their right to deal with this question 
publicly; and if Mr. Novello should again circulate 
reflections on the Committee of the Birmingham Musical 
Festival, they will, in self-defence, be under the necessity 
of forthwith printing the whole of the correspondence be- 
tween themselves and Madame Novello, when the public 
will form their own estimate of the decision of the Com- 
mittee in refusing to engage Madame Novello on the terms 
proposed by her for their acceptance. 

By order of the Festival Committee, 

Henry Howell, Secretary. 

[In compliance with the Committee's request, we 
publish the above correspondence, and commend their 
term "reply," as it is certainly no answer to Mr. 
Novello's letter. He does not impugn the discretion 
exercised by the Committee in the engagements made ; 
and if the Committee thought the public would be 
equally satisfied with their choice, they needed not 
have justified this choice, by reflecting on a singer 
whose services they had declined. 

We have made the suggested reference to the pro- 
gramme, and find that Mr. Novello's assertion is per- 
fectly correct ; for of the 13 principal vocalists en- 
gaged, 10 are foreigners and 3 English — the latter 
being a contralto, a tenor, and a bass : consequently 
there is no English soprano engaged. — Ed. Mils. Times.'] 
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iSrtef Chronicle of the last fortnight. 

Manchester. — Prize GleeS inging at the Belle- 
Vue Gardens. — The race of men who flourish in the 
counties which gave to the world the opposing war cries 
of York and Lancaster, and deluged the country in blood 
during the civil wars of the red and white roses, now 
amicably unite in a contest of a bloodless and civilizing 
character. It has remained for Manchester — foremost in 
all efforts of a humanizing tendency — to develop this new 
era in the march of competition. On the 27th June there 
wasalaige and respectable attendance at the Belle- Vue 
Gardens, to hear the prize glee singing. Mr. Jennison, 
the director of the gardens, had offered three prizes for the 
best performance of choral harmony ; the first prize being 
£10, the second prize £5, and the third, £2. To contest 
for these honorary distinctions, the following associations 
had come into the field : — The Church Musical Institute, 
Idle, Yorkshire; alto, J. Popplewell ; 1st tenor, Edward 
Lee; 2nd tenor, Edwin Scott; bass, Thomas Lee. — The 
Burnley Glee Club, Burnley; alto, John Jackson ; 1st tenor, 
Christopher Slater ; 2nd tenor, Matthew Watson ; bari- 
tone, Joseph Comstive; bass, William Holgate. — Gibbs's 
Pottery Glee Club, Etruria, Staffordshire; alto, George 
Barker; 1st tenor, John Adams; 2nd tenor, Joseph 
Latimer; baritone, John Brown; bass, Thomas Gibbs. — 
Airedale Musical Institute, Bradford, Yorkshire; alto, 
Benjamin Briggs; 1st tenor, Benjamin Wade; 2nd tenor, 
Peter Pickles ; baritone, John Yates ; bass, John Bramley. 
The following was the award of the judges, and we under- 
stand that not only was it unanimous on their part, but it 
gave great satisfaction to the audience : — 

First prize, £10, to Gibbs's Pottery Glee Party. 

Second Prize, £5, to the Airedale Musical Institute. 

Third Prize, £2, to the Church Musical Institute, Idle, 
Yorkshire. 

The judges were Mr. J. Waddington, Mr. Walton, and 
Mr. Edmondson, of Manchester. 

Manchester. — A contest of a similar kind, took place 
on the 24th July, between what are called clarinet bands ; 
when the undermentioned six bands entered to compete 
for the following prizes:— First, £15 and a French ebony 
clarinet; Second, £4; Third, £2 10s. The competitors 
were : — Wortley, near Manchester, Temperance, leader, 
T. Goodier, 14 performers; Walmsley's, Finmill, Fails- 
worth, leader, S. Lees, 18 performers; Halifax, Yorkshire, 
Talbot, leader, J. Widdop, 20 performers; Newchurch, 
Lancashire, Whitewall Bottom, leader, P. H. Nuttall, 14 
performers: Riddlerden, near Keighley, Yorkshire, leader, 
J. Midgley, 15 performers ; Burnley, Lancashire, Me- 
chnnics' Institute, leader, J. Finney, 24 performers; New 
Hall Lane, Preston, Lancashire, leader, J. Greenhalgh, 15 
performers; and King's Cross, Halifax, Yorkshire, leader, 
J. Soothill, 20 performers. In September, a trial of skill, 
by brass bands, is proposed. 

Tonbridge.— The Church organ has been rebuilt by 
Messrs. Gray and Davison. It was opened July 22nd, by 
Mr. Gilbert. The following anthems were sung by a choir 
of nearly 30 voices: — "In Jewry " (Clarke); "In that 
day " (Gilbert) ; " Blessed be Thou " (Kent). 



